Fletcher Christian - The Portrait

Until January 1994, no one knew what the infamous mutineer, Fletcher Christian, looked like.
There were some written descriptions of him noted in Captain Blighs log-book; nevertheless,
Fletchers looks escaped the general imagination. I stayed as a guest of Fletcherâ€™s
descendants for 3 months on the Bounty Island as a part of an overall 5-month expedition to
the South Seas in 1993. I would make an image of Fletcher. Then, in January 1994, with the
help of Merseyside Police identikit computer, and filmed by the BBC, we created a
computerised image of Fletcher, a world first. I fed the computer with my research of his
ancestors and merged with the images of some of his descendants. I mixed in the living spirit
of Pitcairn. It has been my privilege to have then created a drawing of Fletcher Christian â€“
the first to do so since he became infamous at the end of the 18th Century. There have been
several follow-onâ€™s, and claims of others of getting to make a â€˜portraitâ€™ first, but the
record books will be evidence based on my visit to the Island, work with the BBC, and
Merseyside Police. I nevertheless respect, acknowledge later claims of otherâ€™s who have
made studio images of Fletcher. Art is free. I defend every artistâ€™s right to be creative, and
so I support those who have built upon my expedition to Pitcairn in 1993 and my work to build
a portrait of Fletcher in 1994. I too have sat on the shoulders of everyone linked to this story in
order to make this project. I am in deep gratitude to Fletcher Christian and everyone, past and
present, involved in the saga. We all have a contribution to make for posterity. The later
duplicates demonstrate that there seems to be an enduring interest in the wish to record images
of deceased celebs such as Fletcher Christian. For example, the Daily Mail newspaper
contacted me in 1994 to enquire whether I would construct an image of Queen Bodicea. I
declined that opportunity at the time as I was immersed in other arts projects. Clearly there is
much scope for artists in this field and I for one salute all artists who make a contribution in
this field. My time spent researching Fletcher Christian, including a visit to Pitcairn Island in
1993 to meet his descendants seems not to have been wasted, but rather and humbly, it is my
contribution, as suggested, to the overall saga. It is my privilege to present the worldâ€™s first
recorded image of Fletcher Christian. I presume, sir, in painting your beautiful portrait, you
took your idea of me from my principles, and not from my person......Abraham Lincoln
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qualifying offers. Adventure was one thing, going to far-flung places for art. Fletcher Christian
was born on 25 September , in Eaglesfield, in Cumberland. There is no portrait or drawing of
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Fletcher Christian from a real life study. his cabin by the mutinous crew of 'HMS Bounty', led
by Fletcher Christian, holding the sword Photo: Ann Ronan Picture Library/Getty Images. The
crew of the HMS Bounty, led by Fletcher Christian, mutinied in the In a way , the mythical
Byam, and Alexander's revisionist portrait of the.
We know words exchanged between Fletcher Christian and William Bligh because ten
different A portrait of Captain Bligh Credit: Alamy.
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